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President-elect Arnoldo Aleman, whose Oct. 20 election was finally confirmed by the electoral
council (Consejo Supremo Electoral, CSE) on Nov. 25, has announced his cabinet. Meanwhile, the
problems he will face when he assumes office on Jan. 10 are mounting. The outgoing legislature has
passed several controversial measures to limit the power of the executive. In addition, a possible
alliance between a faction of Aleman's Alianza Liberal and the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion
Nacional (FSLN) could diminish Aleman's ability to implement his programs. The CSE confirmed
Aleman's victory more than a month after the balloting. The elections had been contested by several
parties, including the FSLN (see NotiSur, 10/25/96 and 11/01/96).
At the same time, the CSE confirmed the victories of 93 deputies, including former president
Daniel Ortega, who lost his bid to retake the presidency. Also confirmed were 20 Nicaraguan
representatives to the Central American Parliament (Parlacen) and 145 new mayors. CSE president
Rosa Marina Zelaya said the CSE was "very satisfied to proclaim the winners in this electoral
contest." The FSLN and other opposition groups had called for new elections in the departments of
Managua and Matagalpa and demanded a review of the balloting in a numerous polling stations in
two other departments and several towns.
Zelaya said the CSE had studied the petitions, but found they were without merit. "We examined
each one of the complaints," said Zelaya. "In a very few polling places, they had to be declared
null, and in others partially null. Thus, we conclude the elections in Managua and Matagalpa are
perfectly valid and legitimate, and represented the will of the voters."
On Dec. 8, Aleman announced the names of his Cabinet members, saying he was making the
announcement before his inauguration so that his team could hit the ground running. The Cabinet
members announced by Aleman are as follows:
*Presidency of the Republic.........Lorenzo Guerrero Mora
*Public Health............................Carlos Quinonez
*Foreign Relations.............. Emilio Alvarez Montalvan *
Education........................ Humberto Belli Pereira
*Economy and Development.................Francisco Lainez
*Foreign Cooperation...................David Robleto Lang
*Culture.....................................Blanca Rojas
*Defense...........................Jaime Cuadra Somarriba
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*Tourism...................Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Barrios
*Labor...........................Wilfredo Navarro Moreira
*Finance..........................Mario Alonso Icabalceta
*Natural Resources and Environment.....Roberto Sthadtagen
*Construction and Transportation..........Edgard Quintana
*Agriculture..............................Mario de Franco
*Social Action............................Jamilet Bonilla
*Interior...........................Jose Antonio Alvarado
*Family.....................................Luis Gonzalez
Meanwhile, a crisis developed in the legislature after the outgoing National Assembly (Asamblea
Nacional, AN) passed a series of controversial measures that were challenged as unconstitutional
by President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro and Assembly deputes who oppose the measures. The
Assembly's actions also brought swift criticism from the new president. "They are trying to force me
to negotiate," said Aleman. "Neither blackmail nor the pressures of those who want to tie our hands
will cause Arnoldo Aleman to fail to fulfill the promises he made." Aleman again called on Ortega
to meet with him to work together to bring Nicaragua out of poverty, but so far the FSLN leader has
made few moves toward forming a working relationship with the president-elect.
In the Assembly, the battle between two rival factions resulted in the formation of two governing
boards and has called into question the validity of dozens of laws approved since late November.
One faction consists of a group of outgoing legislators, allied with the Sandinistas, who lost their
seats in the October elections. The other group are mostly deputies who will retain their seats and
who support Aleman's Alianza Liberal.
The pro-Alianza board declared the legislative session adjourned on Nov. 22 and its deputies
have been absent since then. However, the board led by FSLN Deputy Doris Tijerino declared the
Assembly still in session, and the deputies proceeded to pass dozens of laws in the absence of the
other group. Included in the newly passed legislation was a cash payment to outgoing legislators,
the 1997 budget, and the approval of several controversial privatizations.
Also approved was a measure removing the president's authority to name the Central Bank
president and the special justice procurator and giving that authority to the National Assembly.
Ignoring the Assembly decision, Aleman named Noel Ramirez as president of the Central Bank
and Julio Centeno to the human rights post. The Alianza legislators accused the Sandinistas of
trying to pass laws that would tie the hands of the future administration. They say that since the
legislative session had ended the recently passed laws have no validity. The Sandinistas responded
that their opponents were trying to block the work of the Assembly and prevent any legislation from
being enacted until the new AN is sworn in. They insist that the laws are valid because a majority of
Assembly members were present during the voting.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 4

LADB Article Id: 55392
ISSN: 1060-4189

As the tensions in the Assembly worsened, on Dec. 6 President Chamorro petitioned the Supreme
Court (Corte Suprema de Justicia, CSJ) to intervene. "I decided to appeal to the Supreme Court to
intervene and clarify the confusing situation and re-establish order, which the country so badly
needs," said Chamorro. Chamorro asked the Supreme Court to declare the legislation passed by
the parliament unconstitutional since, she said, no one knows who is in charge in the legislature. In
addition, three other petitions have been filed regarding the crisis in the AN. To date, the court has
not ruled on the motions. "I have been extremely concerned about the crisis in the Assembly," said
Chamorro. "It is very important that during the final days of this administration, the country remain
stable and that there be harmony among the state institutions that will allow an orderly transfer of
power."
Ortega has charged that Aleman is trying to control the legislative and judicial branches of
government. Before his election, Aleman asked for all the judges to resign so that the judicial system
could be restructured to facilitate resolution of the problem of the expropriated property. "Aleman
thought that the judicial branch would be subordinate to him, but that is not the case because it is an
independent power," said Ortega. "We are trying to ensure that the leadership for the next session
will represent all the political forces of the country, including the independents," and not be subject
to the dictates of the executive. "It remains to be seen whether Aleman will be able to rescind the
laws that the outgoing Assembly has passed since Nov. 22," added Ortega.
However, Aleman may have even bigger problems in the legislature after he takes office. The fiveparty Alianza Liberal coalition that carried him to victory has apparently dissolved, with the leader
of one faction announcing that he will lead the incoming congress with Sandinista support. "Aleman
wants to destroy us," said Enrique Sanchez, head of the Partido Liberal Nacionalista (PLN), as he
announced that the group will withdraw from its alliance with the president-elect. "And we will not
permit anybody, not even the president of the Republic, to destroy this party." Sanchez predicted
that he would be elected president of the 93-member Asamblea Nacional when it convenes on Jan.
10. He said he already has commitments for 56 votes, including all 36 Sandinista legislators.
Nevertheless, Aleman's supporters also insisted they had sufficient support to elect their candidate
to lead the Assembly. The PLN, with 280,000 registered members, was the largest party in the
Alianza Liberal, and its members hold two of the Alianza's 42 seats. Any accommodation between
the Sandinistas and the PLN is almost unthinkable. The party was the personal vehicle for the
Somoza dynasty, which ruled Nicaragua from 1936 to 1979 when it was toppled by the FSLN. One
of the Sandinistas' first acts in power was to ban the party, which only regained its legal recognition
this year.
Some Sanchez aides said they expect the Sandinistas, in return for backing Sanchez, to seek
support from Sanchez in working out a face-saving compromise on resolving the thorny problem
of properties confiscated during the Ortega presidency. Sanchez, however, said he thought the
Sandinista motivation was simpler. "Aleman controls the executive, and after a little time in office,
he'll control the judiciary." Sanchez said. "The only hope the Sandinistas have of keeping him from
becoming emperor of Nicaragua is to achieve a legislative branch that is independent." [Sources:
United Press International, 12/08/96; The Miami Herald, 12/12/96; Inter Press Service, 11/25/96,
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12/13/96; Spanish news service EFE, 12/08-10/96, 12/16/96; Notimex, 12/16/96; Reuter, 12/06/96,
12/10/96, 12/17/96; La Prensa (Nicaragua), 11/28/96, 12/18/96; Notifax (Nicaragua), 12/19/96]
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